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CHAPTER LI.
CARE IN THE PRESENTATION OF PERFUMES AND
TOILET PREPARATIONS.
Byj VICTOR VIVAUDOU.
NONE of us have the leisure or the imagination to dawdle
about the average perfume display with expectant ear all cocked
for the tiny plaint of, say, the Bottle of Violet, standing shyly
pensive and faint in the shadow of that great bully, Tar Soap; or
to loiter in the hot sun to hear the Swan Song of that Rose Odor
in the window as it gently yields back its languid spirit to its
heredity masters, Light and Heat.
In too many stores carrying this class of merchandise offenses
pile up ad infinitum against the very simplest rules that govern
the proper care and sale of the goods. To ignorance or disregard
of these rules might be traced innumerable cases of sales lost and
stocks damaged.
Be it known that perfumes and toilet preparations are ex-
ceedingly friendly and receptive children of nature. They take
to their bosoms all manner of strange odors that are permitted
to come in contact with their dainty selves. 'As the cuckoo de-
posits her brats in Mrs. Robin's nest for hatching, so does the
vulgar odor slyly insinuate its particles into the composition of
exposed perfume products, which assimilate the foreign smell
with the avidity of a butter pat drinking the fascinating aroma
of its icebox neighbor, the onion.
Light, particularly electric light, has a powerful influence
over perfumes, affecting both color and odor to a marked degree.
Excessive heat causes decided and rapid deterioration. It has
been asserted that the rays of the moon induce fading of both
perfume and label. Window displays should be carried out with
these facts in mind, and it is generally well to use dummy bottles
which are put up by most manufacturers for display purposes.
A too low temperature is sometimes as serious in.its effects